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Life Event Planning
An exercise in financial literacy
Or: HOW TO GET THE MOST FOR YOUR  $$$$ 



Choose a REAL LIFE event that 
you will likely have to deal with in 
the next year.









OR . . .











Now make a plan!

What do you need?
Where can you find that?
How much will it cost?
Where will you get the money to pay for all of this???? 



Time for your
 Life Event Planning Assignment!



Let’s look at what your completed 
assignment should look like . . .

Here is an abbreviated example.



Life Event Planning
Sample: Project Identification Page Mrs. Hopp

Santa Clara High School
Santa Clara, CA.

Uʋɛʎɛʎɛ ɸʖ
Kȵʎȵʽȵʋɸ

Keep your title page 
simple.  No graphics.  A 
colored or thematic font 
is okay for your title.



Life Event Planning
Sample: Table of contents

Here is where you list the 
parts of the portfolio in 
order.  Your plan will be 
longer than the sample, so 
you will have more than 
one page for some 
sections.



Life Event Planning
Sample: FCCLA Planning Process

Once you have decided on a 
project, use this form to make a 
plan.



Life Event Planning
Sample: Divider Pages

Include up to FOUR divider 
pages.  Creative fonts, clip art, 
borders or decorative elements 
may be included.



Life Event Planning
Sample: Profile of Event

Can be up to three pages long



Life Event Planning
Sample: Profile of Event

Eˮɛʖ˔:  Ukulele playing on Kalapaki Beach
 
Dȵ˔ɛ ʞf Eˮɛʖ˔: June 10-20
 
Dɛˆɑˀɸʽ˔ɸʞʖ ʞf ˔ɵɛ ˀʞʎɛ ʞf ʖɛɛɗˆ ȵʖɗ ˯ȵʖ˔ˆ: On my upcoming trip 
to Kalapaki Beach, I want to be able to spend restful hours 
playing the ukulele.  I want to have an instrument that is of high 
enough quality to make my efforts successful.  I need to have 
some sort of instruction that is flexible and can work around my 
work schedule, so that I don’t get too busy and give up.
 



Life Event Planning
Sample: Profile of Event

Gʞȵʎ ˆ˔ȵ˔ɛʕɛʖ˔:  My goal is to play the ukulele in Hawaii this 
Summer.
 Dɛˆɑˀɸʽ˔ɸʞʖ ʞf ˔ɵɛ ˀʞʎɛ ʞf ˮȵʎ˙ɛˆ ȵʖɗ/ ʞˀ ʽˀɸʞˀɸ˔ɸɛˆ:  My priorities 
are to move quickly on this project in order to allow my self 
sufficient practice time before Summer.  I value the quality of 
the lessons, because I don’t want to waste my time or money 
on lessons that aren’t productive.
 
S˙ʕʕȵˀ˵ ʞf ɑɵȵʎʎɛʖɯɛˆ:  I see my biggest challenge as finding 
lessons that will motivate me to practice a lot and not give up.
 
 



Life Event Planning
Sample: Profile of Event

Dɛˆɑˀɸʽ˔ɸʞʖ ʞf ˔ɵɛ ˀʞʎɛ ʞf ˮȵʎ˙ɛˆ ȵʖɗ/ ʞˀ ʽˀɸʞˀɸ˔ɸɛˆ:

 Another example: You are planning for Prom.  You 
would “like”  



Life Event Planning
Sample: Profile of Event
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Life Event Planning
Sample: Profile of Event
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Life Event Planning
Sample: Profile of Event
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Life Event Planning
Sample: Profile of Event
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would “like”  



Life Event Planning
Sample: Profile of Event

Dɛˆɑˀɸʽ˔ɸʞʖ ʞf ˔ɵɛ ˀʞʎɛ ʞf ˮȵʎ˙ɛˆ ȵʖɗ/ ʞˀ ʽˀɸʞˀɸ˔ɸɛˆ:

 Another example: You are planning for Prom.  You 
would “like”  



Life Event Planning
Sample: Profile of Event

Dɛˆɑˀɸʽ˔ɸʞʖ ʞf ˔ɵɛ ˀʞʎɛ ʞf ˮȵʎ˙ɛˆ ȵʖɗ/ ʞˀ ʽˀɸʞˀɸ˔ɸɛˆ:

 Another example: You are planning for Prom.  You 
would “like”  



Life Event Planning
Sample: Profile of Event

Dɛˆɑˀɸʽ˔ɸʞʖ ʞf ˔ɵɛ ˀʞʎɛ ʞf ˮȵʎ˙ɛˆ ȵʖɗ/ ʞˀ ʽˀɸʞˀɸ˔ɸɛˆ:

 Another example: You are planning for Prom.  You 
would “like”  



Life Event Planning
Sample: Profile of Event

But your budget isn’t big enough . . . so you need to 
set priorities.  What do you value most?



Life Event Planning
Sample: Comparison Shopping

Can be up to twelve pages long.  
This sample shows only 1 item, 
you need at least FIVE.



Life Event Planning
Sample: 
Comparison 
Shopping



Life Event Planning
Sample: Comparison Shopping

Think outside the box . . . 
You can look at Garage 
Sale prices, EBay, loans 
from family and friends, 
Craigs list, etc, etc, etc.  



Life Event Planning
Sample: Comparison Shopping

What if you are planning 
a Graduation celebration 
in Santa Cruz?  How are 
you going to get there?



Life Event Planning
Sample: Comparison Shopping

Do some comparison 
shopping!



Life Event Planning
Sample: Comparison Shopping



Life Event Planning
Sample: Comparison Shopping



Life Event Planning
Sample: Comparison Shopping



Life Event Planning
Sample: Comparison Shopping

Hundreds 
of dollars

Tens of 
dollars

Zero
dollars



After you finish your comparison shopping.  
It’s time to make some choices and wrap 
up your planning.  List which items you 
have decided on.



Life Event Planning
Sample: Event Plan
Up to 5 pages



Life Event Planning
Sample: Resources Summary

May be up to two pages long.  Add at LEAST 6 resources.  
You may NOT use only the internet.  
My biggest resource was the Internet.  I was able to do 90% of my research online.  
I did call a local music store and spoke to a music teacher about what lessons at 
their school would be like, when they are offered and how much they would cost.  I 
also went to my Mother’s house to look at her ukulele and stopped by Guitar 
Showcase to see what the ukuleles looked like in person and more importantly what 
they sound like.  All other research and shopping was done online.  I learned that 
shopping for something like a musical instrument is probably best done in person so 
that you can feel and hear the instrument.
 



Life Event Planning
Sample: Resources Summary



Now go make 
a plan and 
get the most 
for your 
money!



Life Event Planning is a National 
FCCLA STAR event.  If you add 
an oral presentation to this, you 
can compete with students from 
other schools.



And be recognized 
for your efforts!


